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Annual Awards



Lesley Regan - Honorary membership of the British Fertility Society

Head of the Section of Obstetrics and Gynaecology,  
St Mary’s Hospital and Imperial College, London  

President of the RCOG 
Director of the RCOG Leading Safe Choices Programme 

30 major eponymous lectures around the world, 
plus many lectures at international meetings, including the BFS.  

Most of Lesley’s career to date has been focused on alleviating women’s illnesses 
and she now wants to concentrate her efforts into developing ways of empowering 
women to look after and promote their own health by achieving Sustainable 
Development Goal 5 which is empowering women and girls to achieve gender equity 
by 2030. 

To achieve this goal, women must be given the education and tools they need to be 
able to control their own fertility and make informed decisions about if, when and how 
many times they become pregnant during their lives.



Professor Stephen Franks  
- Honorary membership of the British Fertility Society

Professor of Reproductive Endocrinology, Imperial College,   
St Mary’s and Hammersmith’s Hospitals, London

Past Chair of the Society for Endocrinology 

Former member of Executive Committees of ESHRE and the BFS  

Fellow of the Academy of Medical Sciences 
Fellow ad eundem of the RCOG 
Honorary Doctorate from the University of Uppsala, Sweden 

2006 BFS Patrick Steptoe Memorial Lecture 
2010 SRF Distinguished Scientist Lecturer 
2014 SRF Opening Plenary Lecture for the World Congress of Reproductive Biology

Clinical and laboratory based programmes of research in the field of normal and 
disordered function of the hypothalamic - pituitary – axis, major interest in the 
polycystic ovary syndrome.



Brian Lieberman - Honorary membership of the British Fertility Society

Former Director of the Department of Reproductive Medicine,
St Mary’s Hospital, Manchester 

Honorary Professor in the Division of Human Development 
in the Faculty of Medical and Human Sciences 

1982 First National Health Service IVF programme in the United Kingdom 

Started the National Egg and Embryo Donation Society 

1993-1999 sat on the Human Fertility and Embryology Authority
UK Representative on the Advisory Committee of ESHRE 
RCOG Representative and Advisor to the National Gamete Donation Trust  

Major contributor to the BFS and organised the annual meeting in Manchester



Professor Ian Cooke - BFS Distinguished Service Medal    

British Fertility Society:

Member of the Executive Committee, 

1996 Chair

2001 President 

2007, Honorary Membership of the BFS 
Currently Chair of the Board of Trustees 

2004 Director of Education, International Federation of Fertility Societies 

WHO Chief Executive Officer of the Low Cost IVF Foundation 

Founder Fellow of the Academy of Medical Sciences 
Honorary Membership of ESHRE 
Life Membership of the American Society for Reproductive Medicine
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2. Minutes of  2017 AGM – recently circulated

3. Chair’s report

4. Treasurer’s report

5. AOB

6. Date of next AGM
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Executive Committee

Co-opted Members
Human Fertility (Editor) Allan Pacey
Patient Representative Susan Seenan (FNUK / FF)
PET / FF Representative Sarah Norcross
RCOG Women’s Group Kate Brian
BFS rep on IFFS Mark Hamilton

By invitation
HFEA Representative Nick Jones
Webmaster Steve Grant

Representatives from ABA, ACE, BAS, BICA, FNG, SING, SRF
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Membership numbers
Year Number

02/03 846

03/04 785

04/05 836

05/06 840

06/07 805

07/08 835

08/09 758

09/10 823

10/11 879

11/12 899

12/13 954

13/14 918

14/15 903

15/16 981

16/17 989

 Significant Rise in Students from 14 to 95 

 Slight fall in Clinicians, Nurses and Counsellors

 Similar numbers in all other categories

 Slightly up on numbers compared with last year 

Clinicians 503
Nurses 193
Students 95
Scientists 94
Paramedical 24
Counsellors 16
Associates 15
Junior 8
Retired 7
Honorary 20

There are approximately 300 awaiting renewal

Prize draw for 1000th member (excluding honorary, associates & exec co..)



Membership fees -
unchanged

Category Fee

Associate £135

Clinician £135

Counsellor £65

Manager £65

Nurse £65

Paramedical £65

Retired £65

Scientist £65

Student £60 – now £10

Membership year
March to February

Please pay by 
Direct debit



BFS Membership Benefits

The British Fertility Society is a multidisciplinary, forward thinking organisation, which actively 
promotes high quality clinical practice, advance in science, education and research through a 
variety of excellent training opportunities, certification, a joint Annual Conference, the Human 

Fertility Journal and Special Interest Groups.

Membership
Mentorship Programme
Travel Grants & Awards

Prizes For Excellence In Work
Online Members’ Area

Student Membership £10

Resources
Subscription to Human Fertility 

Weekly Media Alerts
BFS Newsletter And Archive

Research Resources
Patient Information

Networking
Professional Networking
Special Interest Groups
Strong Links With sister 

Societies
UK & International 

Relationships 

Training & Events
Joint Annual Fertility Conference
7 Training Certification Modules

BFS/RCOG Training Study Weeks
Discounted Fees To Events

CPD Opportunities

Join the BFS today – it’s easy! 
We welcome those involved in the science and practice of human fertility, reproductive medicine and 

biology, including infertility, assisted conception, endometriosis, contraception, male and  female 
reproductive surgery, minimal access surgery and endocrinology.

Go to www.fertility.org.uk to set up an account and pay online

+44 (0)203 725 5849bfs@profileproductions.co.u
k

@BritFertSoc



BFS Mentorship Programme

This programme offers BFS Members invaluable support in 
training and career development in Fertility.

You can apply to acquire or become a mentor from a wide range of categories - and leave 
the rest to us!

We pair you with a suitable mentor from the categories below and arrange the introduction.

How will I benefit?

Friendly, Informal Support 
No Fees Or Contracts

Impartial Advice
Empowered To Achieve Your Goals

What are the categories?
Academics, Andrologists

Biomedical Scientists
Business (Private sector)   
Clinicians, Counsellors

Embryologists
Fertility Nurses

Students 

Am I eligible to apply?
Mentors

BFS members of good standing 
A fertility practitioner for 7 years

Mentees
BFS member of good standing

Apply today – it’s easy! 
If you are interested in applying as a mentor or mentee, and for the full terms of the programme, 

Please visit: www.fertility.org.uk or contact us below

+44 (0)203 725 5849bfs@profileproductions.co.u
k

@BritFertSoc



Structure of BFS

Executive Officers

Executive Committee

Training
Committee

Meetings
Committee

Policy & Practice 
Committee

SIGs: Fertility Preservation UK
Fertility Education Initiative
Andrology

Journal: Human Fertility
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Valentine Akande Chair

Christine Leary Chair elect
Virginia Bolton BFS Treasurer
Daniel Brison Scientist representative
Jill Bulmer Nurse representative
Debbie Evans Nurse representative
Ruth Wilde Counsellor representative
James Nicoppoulos Clinician representative
Thomas Tang Clinician representative
Iain Aird Clinician representative
Karen Woodcock Co-opted 
Allan Pacey Journal
Henry Leese President
ACE Jason Kasrai (observer)
SRF Tony Michael (observer)
Merck/Ferring Sponsors representatives (ex officio)
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Annual Meetings

Fertility 2018, Liverpool

Fertility 2019, Birmingham

Fertility 2020, Edinburgh



Board to Board Meeting April

Association of Clinical Embryologists (JEC)  
Society of Reproduction & Fertility  (JEC) 

British Andrology Society

Association of Biomedical Andrologists

British Infertility Counselling Association

Fertility Nurses’ Group

Senior Infertility Nurses’ Group



Board to Board Meeting April

Association of Clinical Embryologists (JEC)  
Society of Reproduction & Fertility  (JEC) 

British Andrology Society

Association of Biomedical Andrologists

British Infertility Counselling Association

Fertility Nurses’ Group

Senior Infertility Nurses’ Group

Members
receive
discount
registration
for 
meetings





Training Committee
Kevin McEleny Chair

Yacoub Khalaf RCOG/BFS subfertility
(9th – 12th April 2018)

Ginny Bolton
Mostafa Metwally
Isabel Traynor
Ippokratis Sarris
Alison Richardson
Alka Prakash
Simon Wood 
Ellen Armstrong (ACE)
Eilis Moody (Nurses’ Study Day)
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Raj Mathur - Chair  

Nick Macklon & Mythili Ramalingam

Co-authors co-opted depending upon topics.

Current projects:

1. Female Fertility Preservation: Lead Ephia Yasmin – launched this week. 

2.       Varicocele: Lead Kevin McKeleny.

3. Recurrent Implantation Failure: Lead Harish Bhandari. 

4. Viral Screening in fertility treatment: Lead Andrew Drakeley. Joint with ACE. 

5. Role of ICSI: Lead Marta Jansa Perez. Joint with ACE. 

Policy & Practice Committee



Journal

Editor-in-Chief: Professor Allan Pacey 

Emeritus and Founding editor: Professor Henry Leese
Editorial Assistant: Sandra Downing, York

Sub-Editors
Clinical Jane Stewart & Edgar Mocanu
Science Danny Sakkas
Nursing, Counselling, Ethics Jane Denton
Health and Social Sciences Sarah Earle

Editorial Board
Sarah Armstrong (UK) Neelam Potdar (UK)
Virginia Bolton (UK) Andrew Shelling (AUS) 
Martin Brinkworth (UK) Eleanor Stevenson (USA)
Ying Cheong (UK) Tommy Tang (UK)
Marilyn Crawshaw (UK)    Bryan Woodward (UK)
Steven Fleming (Aus)
Julia Kopeika (UK) Associate Members 
Stella Milsom (NZ) David Jennings (UK) 
Sergio Oehninger (USA) Jill Wilson (UK)



Journal

4 issues per year

2016 Impact Factor increased from 0.988 to 1.103

Full text downloads doubled 
(USA downloads almost equal to UK)

Submissions increased year on year: 138 in 2014
188 in 2015
193 in 2016
237 in 2017

Acceptance rate approximately 25%

https://britishfertilitysociety.org.uk/membership/human-fertility/



https://britishfertilitysociety.org.uk/

Social Media

www.twitter.com/britfertsoc

Blogs
Dec 14 2017
BFS responds to HFEA state of the sector report
Professor Adam Balen, Chairperson, British Fertility Society said “We
welcome the report, which shows the extraordinary commitment our specialty
has to transparency. “Every year we get better at reporting to the regulator so
we would actually expect to see a rise in the number of reported incidents. 
The rise is also generally in parallel with a […]

https://britishfertilitysociety.org.uk/2017/12/14/bfs-responds-to-hfea-state-of-the-sector-report/


Information “Postcards” and leaflets

Fertility Show
London & Manchester

~
RCOG Patients’ Day



Special Interest Groups

Fertility Preservation UK (FP UK)

Chair: Melanie Davies 

The aim of the group is to develop and promote best practice in the
reproductive care of people with cancer and chronic disease.

Key objectives:
• to improve patient care
• information provision, including online resources
• education and training – multidisciplinary including fertility specialists and oncologists
• guidance and policy – locally and nationally
• improve awareness of fertility preservation, facilitate rapid access to fertility services
• improve NHS provision and funding
• membership is both multidisciplinary and multi-professional - currently has >80 members
• meetings are open to non-BFS members 
• new guidance on female fertility preservation launched this week



Fertility Education Initiative (FEI)

Chair – Adam Balen
Deputies – Joyce Harper & Jacky Boivin

Vision: To ensure that people have a greater understanding and awareness 
of fertility and reproductive health so they can make an
informed choice about their own fertility journey

Partnership with: RCOG, Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Health (FSRH), 
Sex Education Forum, Brook, Sexpression, Teenage Pregnancy Knowledge 
Exchange, Fertility Network UK, PET, British Pregnancy Advisory Service, 
Marie Stopes and Public Health England.

• Summit April 2016, RCOG
• The need to improve fertility awareness. Reproductive Biomedicine Online, 2017 DOI: 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rbms.2017.03.002.
• Educational resources including website & animation  
• Significant sponsorship separate from the main BFS income
• Jessica Hepburn & The Fertility Fest

Special Interest Groups

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.rbms.2017.03.002


Andrology

Chair – Kevin McEleny

Special Interest Groups

1. To create a common forum for clinicians, scientists and academics 
working in Male Fertility (not limited to BFS members)

2.     To encourage best clinical practicef

3.     To Educate (BFS members & public)

• First project is a policy statement on varicoceles and fertility

• If you are a member, please tell the BFS if you are happy for your contact 
details to be made available for others in the SIG



IVF Pricing Development Expert Advisory Group: 

• Insufficient funding provided by the NHS. 

• The amount of funding varies widely around the country - there really is a 
“post code lottery”. 

• Overall, this year has seen sustained disinvestment in England. 

• Only 17% of clinical commissioning groups (CCGs) fund 3 cycles, 
17% fund 2 cycles, 
63% fund only one cycle, 
3% currently fund no treatment at all. 

• Things have improved in Scotland, with three full cycles being funded. 



IVF Pricing Development Expert Advisory Group Membership 
Name Tittle

1. Dr Balen Adam (Chair) Professor of Reproductive Medicine and Surgery , Leeds Centre for Reproductive Medicine,
Chair of The British Fertility Society

2. Dr Jolly Matthew National Clinical Director for The Maternity Review and Women's Health, Acute Medical Directorate,
NHS England

3. Juliet Tizzard Director of Strategy and Corporate Affairs, Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority

4. Jyrki Kolsi Pricing Development Director, NHS Improvement
5. Nowak Sue Head of Pricing Development , NHS England
6. Mean, Jeremy Department of Health
7. Peter Thompson Chief Executive Officer , Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority

8. Sally Cheshire Chair, Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority
9. Susan Seenan Chief Executive Officer , Fertility Network UK
10. Dr Enda McVeigh Associate Professor in Reproductive Medicine, University of Oxford

11. Dr Yakoub Khalaf Director of the Assisted Conception Unit and HFEA Person Responsible, Guys & St Thomas

12. Dr Raj Mathur Consultant and Lead for Reproductive Medicine in Central Manchester Foundation Trust
13. Dr Stuart Lavery Consultant, IVF Hammersmith Hospital, London
14. Dr Geeta Nargund Director Create Fertility
15. Mrs Jane Denton Chair MBF, Nursing representative
16. Dr Jason Kasrai Chair Association Clinical Embryologists
17. Matt Tagney Programme Director, Maternity Transformation Programme, NHS England

18. Jill Cockrill Senior Casemix Information Design Consultant. NHS Digital

19. Porter, Jeff Department of Health
20. Pugh, Steve Senior Policy Manager, Assisted Conception & Embryology Population Health Directorate, Department

of Health
21. Walker-Brown Julia Team Manager, Maternity and Women’s Health Team, NHS England

22. Helen Laing Sector Involvement Director , NHS Improvement
23. Sarah Norcross Chief Executive Officer , Fertility Fairness
24. Hardeep Jhutty Pricing Development Lead
25. Karen Thgirsk NHS England, Pricing Development Manager
26. Vicky Parker Commissioner (Camden CCG)



IVF Pricing Development Expert Advisory Group: 
Aims & Objectives

• To provide expert advice on the development of a 
benchmark price and outcome-based payment 
approach for IVF 

• Advise and agree on a pathway specification for IVF 
treatment and associated resource use

• Agree a set of outcome indicators that can be 
incentivised through pricing 

• Recommend ways to further improve the 
commissioning and quality of IVF treatment services



Membership Survey

What do you find most beneficial about being a BFS member?

Please provide further information on how you think we could improve or add 
to the services and activities?

What feature(s) or improvements would you like to see for the BFS 
public facing area or  the members only area of the website?

The BFS offers 7 Training Modules, are there further areas of training you would 
like to see the BFS  offer?



What do you find most beneficial about being a 
BFS member?



How well do you think we do this?



Overall, how satisfied are you with 
the activities the BFS offers?

Plenty of freehand suggestions about: 

contents of study week,
training modules, 
format of meetings, 
public & media engagement

Extremely satisfied 19.4%
Quite satisfied 49.3%
Neither satisfied or dissatisfied 26.9%

Quite dissatisfied 3.0%
Extremely dissatisfied 0.5%



OUTCOMES OF STRATEGY DAY – 12TH OCTOBER 2017, LEEDS

MEMBERSHIP 
• Changing reference from 'Junior' to become 'early careers' 
• New members enter their clinical interests  & activities 
• Increase and diversify membership & broaden involvement in committee activities

TRAINING 
• Mentor lunch
• Digital training & webinars 

DIGITAL FOCUS TO WIDEN REACH 
• Training packages 

BROADEN EDUCATIONAL ROLE 
• Teaching, GPs, Public lectures, STEM events

ENGAGEMENT
• Proactive media training; 
• Widen the number of advocates for the BFS
• Regional events – schools, professionals & patients



1. Apologies

2. Minutes of  2017 AGM – recently circulated

3. Chair’s report

4. Treasurer’s report

5. AOB

6. Date of next AGM

Agenda



UNRESTRICTED FUNDS

2016 2017

INCOME* £217,897 £375,359

*£32,397 membership income from 2015-2016 was deferred to 2017
This will be adjusted by BFS accountants (Mazars) in their final report

British Fertility Society
Income & expenditure for year 

ended 30/09/17
(Charity & Society combined)



UNRESTRICTED FUNDS
2016 2017

INCOME £217,897 £375,359

EXPENDITURE* £360,700 £263,481

Net outgoing / income 
resources

(£142,803) £111,878

Net balance at start of year £147,162 £4,659

Net balance at end of year £4,659 £116,537

*Interim figures - may differ from those in final report from Mazars 

British Fertility Society
Income & expenditure for year ended 30/09/17

(Charity & Society combined)



2016 2017

CURRENT 
ASSETS

£173,373 £107,069

British Fertility Society
Bank deposit and current account assets 

as at 30/09/17



https://britishfertilitysociety.org.uk/

5. Questions / any other business

6. Date of Next AGM: 

Birmingham 6th January 2019



Thank you





BFS Strategic Goals: 2015-2020 and beyond!

Our 2020 Vision for the BFS

Promoting high quality clinical care and patient 
advocacy through effective representation, 

research and education in Reproductive Medicine 
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BFS CURRENT 
SET UP
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BFS Educational 
Charity

Rename:
British Fertility 

Society Ltd
(Chariy & Company)

Membership & training 
income - No VAT

Delegate and Exhibition income - Plus VAT
Plus any other commercial activity

British Fertility Society
Limited 

Rename
B.F.S Education 

Limited

BFS: NEW SET UP

Dissolve society

British Fertility 
Society
Unincorporated 
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BFS Strategic Goals: 2015-2020 and beyond!

Our 2020 Vision for the BFS

Promoting high quality clinical care and patient 
advocacy through effective representation, 

research and education in Reproductive Medicine 



Key Objectives 

Communication: 
Make the BFS highly visible to the professions, commissioners and the public.

Leadership: Position the BFS as the leading UK voice in Reproductive Medicine. 

Collaboration: Enhance relations with other organisations both national and international.

Engagement: Engage with practitioners in all disciplines within Reproductive Medicine.

Education: 
Promote  meetings and courses as essential components of CPD for all members.

Guidelines: Develop and disseminate policy documents and guidelines for the 
improvement of patient care.

Advocacy: Ensure the BFS has maximal impact on patient support and education, 
from the prevention of infertility to appropriate funded care.

Research: 
Lead the agenda for research in Reproductive Medicine and the science which underlies it.

Organisational stability: 
Consolidate our existing structures and build a professional  organisation fit for the 
future. 



Minutes 2017 AGM  

Committee and elections
AB thanked the Executive Committee for all the work being done by them.

The Committee has been relatively constant, with Ruth Wilde the Counsellor representative’s 
term coming to an end, which had been very greatly valued. AB thanked her wholeheartedly.
Jacky Boivin has been newly elected in Ruth’s place and she was welcomed onto Committee.

Adam’s time as Chair and Jane’s term as Secretary were coming to an end in January 2018. In 
order to have some overlap, we wish for these new positions to be in place by April and 
elections would be forthcoming for that and we’d be sending out a call for nominations

Honorary Membership
Honorary Memberships had been conferred to Lesley Regan, John Mills and Peter Brinsden and 
unfortunately, Lesley had been unable to attend in 2017, so this would be presented to her in 
2018.

Secretariat tender
Profile Productions Ltd (PPL) had been successful in the tender process and the BFS were 
delighted with their hard work and support to date. Progress has been halted slightly with the full 
Society plans, due to issues with the previous Secretariat, BioScientifica and it had been a 
difficult transition. Overall, the BFS was looking forward to a future with PPL and were confident 
it would be a successful Union.



Membership numbers 
These were currently at 981, however AB did note that due to issues with direct 
debit transactions with the Previous Secretariat, BioScientifica, it was difficult to 
be exact with the membership figures being reported, and PPL were working on 
this.

Student membership fees had reduced from £60 to £10 and there had been a 
slight fall in the number of clinicians. There had been a slight fall in the number of 
nurses, however a rise in scientists and junior members. 

Membership survey
The BFS was shortly to perform a membership survey and welcomed all to 
respond and provide suggestions on how to improve the Society for its members.

Charity and BFS Merger
The Merger of the Charity with the BFS Limited company was underway, and AB 
thanked Ian Cooke for all his roles in the Society, not least with leading on the 
Merger. It had taken a great deal of his time and AB confirmed that should now in 
a position to submit the final year accounts and have a meeting of the Trustees to 
ratify the final piece in this process.



Sub-Committees

Meeting Committee:  Firstly, AB thanked Valentine Akande for his hard work. AB noted that last year we had started to move 
towards a Joint Fertility Conference model with our sister Societies, and this is now agreed with SRF and ACE going forward for 
2018 and 2019. AB hoped all would agree that these joint meetings have a great atmosphere and the next one in 2018 is in 
Liverpool – 4-6 January.

Board to Board: In addition, the Members of the Board to Board meetings are known as the ‘Affiliated Societies’, and their 
members receive a reduced attendance fee to the Joint Fertility Conferences. This does not involve them in any financial 
risk/profit in the same way for BFS, ACE and SRF, however their members will still benefit. The Members of the Board to Board
meetings were as follows: Association of Clinical Embryologists (JEC), Society of Reproduction & Fertility (JEC), British 
Andrology Society, Association of Biomedical Andrologists, British Infertility Counselling Association, Fertility Nurses’ Group, 
Senior Infertility Nurses’ Group.

Training Committee: Kevin McEleny, was thanked for his great enthusiasm, introducing new initiatives, including the annual 
STEM event for students (run last year in Gateshead), and the mentorship programme. He had also led the BFS Study Week in 
June, and the next one was to be held at the Millennium Gloucester Hotel, London from 19-22 June in 2017 (In collaboration 
with ACE). He had also introduced new Modules which included ‘Alternative Parenting’.

Ultrasound Training Course, in Zambia, in August 2016, under the guidance of Ian Cookewhich had been highly successful. AB 
felt this was something the BFS would like to repeat in collaboration with the IFFS, Richard Kennedy & Mark Hamilton. We were
keen to support the Project, providing lectures for overseas training courses and a meeting would be set up in due course to 
discuss how we support this. He added it was an important direction of travel for the BFS to be outreaching and collaborative.

Policy and Practice Committee: AB thanked Raj Mathur who chaired this Committee. There were 4 papers currently in 
progress. 
1. Female Fertility Preservation: Lead Ephia Yasmin. 
2. Recurrent Implantation Failure: Lead Harish Bhandari. 
3. Viral Screening in fertility treatment: Lead Andrew Drakeley. Joint with ACE. 
4. Role of ICSI: Lead Ippokratis Sarris. Joint with ACE. 



Human Fertility Journal: AB gave credit to Editor-in-Chief, Professor Allan Pacey and his team for all their 
work, including; Emeritus and Founding editor, Professor Henry Leese and Editorial Assistant, Sandra 
Downing, York. In 2014 the Impact Factor was 0.909 and in 2015 it had risen to: 0.988, which were very 
healthy statistics at this stage. AP had advised that the editions for next year were already full and there had 
been 191 papers submitted in 2016, which was slightly higher than last year, with an acceptance rate in 
2015 of 24%, which was currently 15% for 2016.

BFS Website: AB noted that this was now established and being managed by Webmaster, Figment, with 
regular updates posted by PPL.

Social Media: AB noted that the RCOG had taken over the Media function for the BFS, which was an 
interesting relationship developing over time. Sometimes this had worked well but the BFS needed a very 
pro-active approach. He added there were many calls and often daily inquiries, which required decisions on 
how and whether to respond, which could be very demanding. 

FPUK SIG: This group is the most recently added, and being led by Melanie Davies who will report as a co-
opted member.  The female Fertility Preservation Guidelines had been written by this group to enhance the 
UK Network and improve information for Oncologist and others looking after patients who may need this 
treatment. The plan was for a website to be set up for this Group. The BFS is pleased to support this SIG.

Fertility Education SIG: This SIG was set up with its main aim to introduce into Schools awareness on 
aspects of Fertility Reproduction and Health. This is a developing role for the BFS highlighted with the 
Fertility Health Summit held last April, which was an open meeting aimed at educators, youth organisations, 
and linking in with many other groups, such as the RCOG and the Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive 
Health (FSRH), Sex Education Forum, Brook, Sexpression, Teenage Pregnancy Knowledge Exchange, 
Infertility Network UK, British Pregnancy Advisory Service, Marie Stopes and Public Health England.

The overall aim was to ensure that young people (11-24yrs) have a greater understanding and awareness 
of fertility and reproductive health so they can make an informed choice about their own fertility journey. 
Joyce Harper has taken the lead in writing an editorial for the BMJ and the group aimed to produce an 
educational resource. The meeting had received good publicity and sponsorship.



Public Engagement

Information cards and leaflets 
AB noted that the BFS had produced a large number of patient information cards with NRF 
and HB working hard on this and in collaboration with our sister societies, FNUK, Progress 
and Fertility Fairness. The BFS also felt it was important to have a presence at the Fertility 
Shows which take place in March and November each year, to ensure we are there to give 
balanced evidence-based advice. Also, that we populate the programme with speakers who 
will present a balanced view for patients.

NHS England - IVF Pricing Development Expert Advisory Group Membership
AB noted that Simon Stephens, NHS England, was now taking a serious look at provision of 
IVF services, properly funded by the NHS. From this, they had set up an IVF Pricing 
development group, which was chaired by AB. Two meetings had taken place, and they 
were tasked with a number of questions to answer. IVF provision and costs vary around the 
Country, with Scotland doing much better than the UK, and the aim of the group was to 
develop a benchmark price for an IVF cycle, using an outcome-based approach. He would 
continue to endeavour representing the views of the Society on this Group.

Sponsorship
The BFS now had a new enhanced Sponsorship Package which it was seeking to use to 
engage further sponsors. He thanked our current Sponsors for their support.



Virginia Bolton (VB) provided the Treasurer’s report.  

Difficult handover with BioScientifica, whereupon they had encountered numerous problems. BioScientifica
had still been running the June Study Week and Annual Conference, and consequently the income, from 
both of these was not as positive as it is should have been. VB went on to note that the previous year’s 
balance had shown the Society was running at an overall deficit of £30k, which unfortunately had still not 
been addressed this year, and the situation was even less positive.

VB detailed that the net balance had reduced from £147.5k in the preceding year down to around £4,700 
this year. The income last year was £217,897 and expenditure was £360,700, which were costs largely 
associated with the Study Week and Annual Meeting. The Study Week usually runs at a slight loss, 
absorbed by the Society, to fulfil one of its main educational objectives of providing training to its members. 
However, the losses on the Study Week this year (2016) were far above those projected and even though 
many provisions had been put in place to reduce overheads and increase delegate numbers, the previous 
Secretariat – BioScientifica, had still reported a large loss. 

In summary: Overall the BFS Study Week and Annual Conference had made a £62,000k loss.
Membership income has decreased between 2015-16. 
The Journal continues to make money for the Society and was a successful endeavour
Committee expenses have increased; however, we are making large efforts to decrease the costs of 
meetings committee by reducing the numbers and making these virtual.
Appointing PPL had reduced Secretariat costs to the BFS.
RCOG Press and PR costs would continue for the foreseeable future, however the Committee were in 
discussion to review this contract and possibly employ other PR groups.
Website incurs ongoing costs and is one of our larger expenses.
The Zambia event did incur additional costs.

VB did wish to clarify that many of the additional costs were due to the various changes, which would only 
be incurred for this year. 

VB added that the BFS held assets of £173,373, which would ‘buffer’ the Society for now.



What do you find most beneficial about being a BFS member?
Networking with professionals and regular updates
Specific comments included: Good weekly media digest updates,  Liked 
receiving the BFS Newsletter, although could be more regular?  A sense of 
Community, Collaboration, a network which carries  influence, opportunity 
to highlight patient issues with colleagues
BFS Annual Joint Meeting
Specific comments indclude that they enjoy the benefits of  discounted 
prices, CPD, receiving great event content and delivery  from experts, and 
the mulitdiscplinary engagement at events.
Training Modules and BFS Study Week
Human Fertility Journal
Research, Policy and guidelines
Comments included that they feel they benefit from the Practice and  Policy 
guidelines, National guidelines and policies, up to date  research information 
and staying connected with the Research  Community
Have not found membership beneficial as yet
1 commented that they had difficulty in starting a training module as  they 
missed a deadline and had not progressed from there



What could the BFS offer that would encourage you to renew?

Members who said they wouldn’t be renewing in 2018
commented:

I have no alternate choice
The charges are high and unfortunately I am never able 
to attend the  conferences

More relevant information for secondary care.  
Print the Journal, I did always read it but not
online
Make doing the modules easier
Research grant (small funds for pilot research projects)
It's expensive for trainees and students.



Please provide further information on how you think we could 
improve or add to the services and activities?

The annual meetings are very much a clique. Try to be more inclusive.
I have not received  Human Fertility for a few years.
I think this is a great range of activities, and I don't see how you could add to it!
I think the website could be improved in attractiveness but the content is great
(I've left some blanks in the survey for things that don't apply to me such as certification)
I find the BFS website difficult to access
I have not used website at all yet - very rarely get time to "browse" if doesn't come into email tray as a  reminder to look!
Make it easier to start the modules
I think the Joint Fertility Conference should be held in the Spring/Early summer. I really dislike the first  week in January 
and think it should change.
I think we are ready to refine some of these. On line modules, increased social media use - public and  member
engagement
Research grants/ awards targeted at all levels, not necessarily just at conferences.  Use of electronic 
platforms - i.e. e-learning, journal club, webinars.
More engagement with clinics so that managers better support their staff to take advantage of what bfs  has to offer. More 
available for non clinicians.
Email reminders of new information/services available on website
BFS is dominated by medicine and science and psychosocial matters are always the poor relation,  despite these aspects 
being so crucial. It is noticeable that the weekly media alerts, for example, have  recently shifted towards such a bias, 
making them less useful to me. In similar vein, I no longer attend  the BFS conferences because there is so little content of 
interest to me
I think e newsletters are not frequent enough
the fertility show is a commercial event and members money should not be spent on it
I am a statistician and not a laboratory scientist which means a lot of these resources aren't targeted  towards me.



Please tell us how you rate the BFS website?



What feature(s) or improvements would you like to see for the BFS 
public facing area or  the Members only area of the website

Members commented:

Perhaps a list of topics in the latest edition of Human 
fertility to raise awareness of  what's in there.

More friendly

Polls of the membership on topical issues possibly related 
to policy & practice papers



The BFS offers 7 Training Modules, are there further areas of training 
you would like to see the BFS  offer?

Adoption issues for fertility professionals
Counselling
Donor and surrogacy - practical and legal aspects as a module
Endocrinology & fertility
Ethical issues
Genetics , reproductive immunology, laboratory standard
Genetic; early pregnancy
Nursing certification
Patient care and customer service. Also workshops to share best practice
Psychosocial aspects should be integrated throughout to reflect their 
importance to holistic care  for patients/families and for professional 
understanding of their patients and the context
Supporting patients through infertility
Tubal patency testing



The BFS offers 8 Training Courses during the BFS June Study Week, 
are there further Study days you  would like to see the BFS offer?

Adoption issues for fertility professionals

Donor and surrogacy - practical and legal aspects as a module

Education in school

Genetics , Reproductive Immunology, Laboratory standard

Invetsigating and managing fertility problems in a DGH setting

Laboratory standards

Ovulation Disorders- investigation and management

PCOS and OI

Timelapse, genomics



If you have never been to a BFS event, what is likely to make 
you consider attending in the future?

Cost of conference and accommodation.
These are not funded by my Trust, expensive for individuals - so always a consideration as 
well as  getting time off.
Have always enjoyed the conferences when have been able to attend.
The first week in January is not easy to attend and compromises the number of times I have 
been  in recent years. I used to attend most annual meetings
I usually have to man the unit as others are on the executive panel and have to attend these 
days
If I had a job in the field
The BFS annual conference is extremely poorly set up at the beginning of January!
I have been in the past but not for several years as there is too little in the programme to 
warrant  the use of my time and finances



Do you think the BFS’s Annual Joint Conference 
should be in a different geographic location?

Birmingham (as easy for all to travel to)
Cambridgeshire
Devon
Midlands (seems to have been in Scotland or the north)
Oxfordshire
South
Southwest
This is a personal opinion, but why on earth do we hold the meeting in January in the  north of the UK? I 
guess it's convenient for IVF services as we don't run cycles over  Xmas, but it's difficult for clinicians to 
take extra days off after the Xmas break, and I've  had flights and trains disrupted by weather

Elements of each - not whole meeting but selected e.g. prize lectures, for IFFS partner  associations in 
developing countries etc.
Should ensure moves around UK
Rotate between say, 4 locations



Do you think the BFS Study Week should be:

Available to access afterwards eg: by podcast, video? 90.9%

Be streamed live? 20.5%

Be in a different geographic location? 18.2%

Members Further Commented:
The last one I attended was at a hotel that wasn't easy to find and the 
facilities were not as good as an academic institution
Hold in Manchester, Glasgow, Edinburgh
Hold in Northern half of country perhaps alternate years?
Could be streamed to delegates perhaps for a time period after course 
attended, (and with live  streaming to partner organisations.)



Do you agree that BFS exposure in the media has increased over the last 6-8 months?  

Stronglyagree 21.2%
Agree 37.9%
Neither agree or not agree 37.9%
Don’tagree 3.0%

Do you believe the BFS creates positive engagement with the media?

Quitepositive 54.0%
Neither positive or not 23.8%
Extremely positive 20.6%
Not so positive 1.6%

Do you agree the BFS has had some positive influence on government policy or public
perceptions through its engagement with the media?

Agree 38.1%
Neither agree or not agree 34.9%
Strongly agree 12.7%
Don’tagree 12.7%



How likely would you be to engage in the following suggested membership incentives? Financial reward or 
discounts for referring a friend who becomes a BFS member

How likely would you be to engage in the following suggested membership incentives? Access to retailer or 
product discounts which could also extend to family or friends

Overall, how satisfied are you with the activities the BFS offers?

Answer Options Response  Percent
Extremely likely 4.5%
Quite likely 13.6%
Neither likely or unlikely 36.4%
Quite unlikely 19.7%
Extremely unlikely 25.8%

Answer Options Response  Percent

Extremely unlikely 29.2%
Neither likely or unlikely 24.6%
Quite likely 23.1%
Quite unlikely 15.4%
Extremely likely 7.7%

Answer Options Response  
Percent

Extremely satisfied 19.4%
Quite satisfied 49.3%
Neither satisfied or dissatisfied 26.9%
Quite dissatisfied 3.0%
Extremely dissatisfied 0.5%
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